AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

iome armed conflicts were stopped without
:esort to armed coercion. Measures of relief to
:ountries in financial straits and to refugees
were organised and human welfare in various
ways actively promoted. Many items would
go down on the credit side were we drawing
up a detailed balance sheet. But were every
item entered in the profit and loss account
should we not to-day have to confess that the
chief lesson taught by the history of the League
up to date is either that it set too high a standard
for the abilities of statesmen and the morality
of mankind, or that given the conditions of the
problem, its solution by sovereign States, each
one unwilling to part voluntarily with a shred
of its sovereignty, is almost impossible by the
method of peaceful change ? Some critics have
gone even further and argued that this post-war
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